THE  LATE  ROMAN   EMPIRE
both in size and in population; instead of expanding freely, they
had shrunk within a narrow ring of ramparts as a defence against
aggression. Lutetia, the chief town of the Parisii, had withdrawn
to the island in the Seine which still bears the name of the CitL
Money had become so scarce that in the third century silver
coins were struck containing as much as nine tenths of copper.
In order to keep up his army and pay his officials, the emperor
raised the taxes considerably and caused them to be levied more
rigorously, demanding contributions in kind of food, clothing, and
other stores, billeting troops and requisitioning transport on a
system some features of which continued into the Middle Ages.
His subjects endeavoured to evade these burdens by abandoning
their houses; so in order to keep them there, the Government
forbade them to change their place of residence or profession.
Every man was kept permanently in the same walk of life, and the
son was forced to succeed to the position of his father.
Society now came to be divided into hereditary classes, sepa-
rated from one another by almost impassable barriers and living
under widely different conditions. At the top was the aristocracy,
from which were recruited the Imperial functionaries, formed of
a small number of great landowners possessing lands the area of
which might be as much as a hundred thousand acres, each living
in his villa furnished with every luxury known to that age, and
surrounded by a throng of domestic slaves. The richest of them
were granted the tide of Roman senator and bore exalted titles
of honour. Below them came the free plebeians> composed
chiefly of artisans, shopkeepers, and men without a profession,
all living a poor and dependent life in wretched dwellings. Lowest
of all came the mass of slaves, subject to the despotic will of their
masters, and having no legal right to possess or purchase any-
thing, marry, or have a family.
This regime, known as the Late Empire (in French as the Bos
Empire, or Lower Empire), made the burdens weighing on the
population still more onerous. By preventing any man from
changing his walk in life it had widened the gulf between class
and class; it accustomed subjects to passive obedience to an
absolute power, and rendered them indifferent to public affairs,
which had become the exclusive business of the official class.
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